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Japanese Live...and Die...for Their Work

November 13, 1988| By Ronald E. Yates, Chicago Tribune

TOKY O — Like millions of other workers who make up the rank
and file of Japans relentless corporate armies, Satoru Hiraoka was a
good soldier-a man who put the company first, the family last and
such frivolous ideas as leisure time, weekends off and vacations out of
mind,

For more than 28 years, Hiraoka, a middle manager, faithfully put in
12-to 16-hour days, usually working 72 hours and sometimes as many
as 95 hours each week at the Tsubakimoto Seiko precision bearing
factory in Osaka. Not once did he take a day off because of illness or
because of fatigue or simply because he felt like it. He was, as the
Japanese say, a typical Kigyo-senchi-a “corporation soldier.™
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My Dream

Growing big enough,
/ want to be a doctor for devising
a Time Machine,
there shows up “DORAEMON’.
Riding on the time machine,
/'l come up to my papa
on the just previous day of his dving,
and going to shout "Don't go to work”.
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